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UNIT -1
Introduction — Origin of carth = Ncbular theory - Definition of civilization and culture -

Comparisons between culture and civilization.

UNIT =11

Origin and growth of civilization — aleolithic Neolithee Mezolithic

pre-historic culturc: P

and Chalcolithic cultures.

UNIT - 111
River valley civilizations: Egyptian civilization - Mesopotamian civilization: Sumerian,
Babylonian, Assyrian and Chaldean Cultures = Chinese Civilization

UNIT -1V

Persian civilization - Hebrew and  Phoenician civilization, American civilizations

Maya, Aztce and Inca civilizations

UNIT -V

Ancient Greeee - Legacy of Greeee - City States - Hellenistic civilization, Ancient

Rome - Roman life style and its Socio, Political and cultural contributions,
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YP'I‘IAN GIVILISATION , 19

rHE BC
ors WAS only: 45 miles \\flnlt: in some places it
s ates Yo miles | one point.  This led to the
f\fld i'cS th ( ']0[71113(1,011 into 4 CO1HPZIC‘ SOClCt}' -\\.'h.icll
a8 1 . . . 3 < OWI.,
“ﬂ‘ccnlf‘“ Icl jlisation of 1t .
WL i X . . o a9 .

:fc\-clﬂl"' . the cortile  valleys of both the Indus and
was U ( Ci\-ihsntiun began. 1 -h}fll_«'\-. ~'T'he same factors
. . the rise ol civilisation in the Nile

he g pile for (1% L0 wvalleys. . Similarl
t : N r(\Sl’(" l:lll} ‘ . CS S S.- . ¢ ‘<'l ' l]]]l (‘l }', t]lc EI{]Cicnt
A « in the valley of  the great river

\\’(‘l{'( th(‘ I, ‘tioll 1 C

AN gyilisd e 5 2 r :

'ghint‘-“' Uﬂ\hina\ qamed the, Hwang Ho, the. Yellow River, so

0;. ‘\-orthpm of the bmwnlsh-yclloxy colour of its water. The

Called pecd hrough the lnghlnnds in the north-eastern part of

- -~ . . . . A . .

e to\\& carrics huge quantity of chul(, soil from these lands

chint A qeposite either side of the river for a distance

whlcho lb;nilc< he early Chinese civilisation sprouted out in
4 i ’ | _

?l{f‘c f 1t1]C 1‘Gg10n5 /

P '

y " CHAPTER VI

{HE EGYFTIA VILISATION

Egypt 1s the daugh_tef of the Nile. _Eve_r_x‘th.e' soil of Eg)ipt
55 the gift of that great river. The soil of Egypt is black, rich
agriculture developed there from very

and productive and O :
early times. The fertility of Egypt tempted the nomadic tribes
of the early New Stone Age to come and settle in that region,

and develop the art of agriculturc. Protected by natural
barriers like the sea on the north and deserts in the east and
o west, and barren land in the south, the Egyptians were free
. from foreign invasions. In known history, foreign invasions of

Egypt were few and far between.

The history of Egypt prior to"2000 B.C.. is mostly a matter
of conjecture.. The period from 5000 5.C. to 3200 B:C i3
known as the pre-dynastic period because during this period
there was no rule of the dynasties. In the early part of this
I%Zlod. tlle EgYPtianS werce O]_'ganised into a numbcr Of cit}r_
Gl‘?tgsﬂalfa ch of them being an independent political unit.
and U y two kingdoms arose—Lower Egypt north of the Nile
united pper Egypt in the south. These two doms were
a'dyms:}nder a_ king by ahout 3500 B.C. and t!xus.began
king wh(;c .p{: riod of Lgyptian history. The official title ththﬁ
- Teans the1 e Cuutg the dynastic period was Phamgl} W lc’s
: - that the fman who lived in the ‘¢ big housc »  Tradition 523
~+ Mene ounder of the United Kingdom w2 an nameé
. The Pharaohs who ruled . Feypt arc aroup
_ ARl AU led. ovel gypt ¢ g

g a M
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g 20
. A BRIEF HISTOR
into thirty-on Y OF THE
thr ty-one dynasti . ORLD
and tho N. periods, agpcs. i Their history.
1 the New. ngdo-n’ oze )?ld Kl.ngdg’m:s Ibrot'ldly b THE roYPTI
om or the Empi L the aps . divi B
o The period of the & ‘e Empire. ¢ Mzdd:e,”fg ‘ Ltant cffects on Egypt. The Egyptains
a_theo ngdom. - Durin rst six dynasties s orhei? pondte o familia th new methods of warfare but were
a theocracy in which ing this period Was the peyiod b £healy b, forge: iheir internal STERC and unite logether
was bclo' f God. The kin ¢ king exercised the govceuo-d ﬂfso forcs wo their common encryy Thls‘rcsuhed in the
limit dlcvcd to be the s g was bimself absolute INnlen als e £20% irong overnment: By 1580 B.C. almost all the
wa 3. by ancient Ia on of the Sun Gofjonsldcl‘ed apov.vet\a i oratid O ierors W€ driven Out of the country. The hero
; s divine law. In w and the belief . ut hifs divine.: fcscign cond!¥ raent mose 1, the founder of the 18th
etween the Church the Old Kingd ief was thaaAauthQr.i 3 for® Tiis W marked the commencement of the Third
and State andg }?m there wa t ancien of asty” is acis called the Period of the Empire (1580
the king s no s ‘Il’)s’rio X which o called pecause it Was a period of conquest and
0 10 0 B'C')’nnsl uring this period, Egypt was ruled by
- al €XP Ph ohs 1in succession, 7. the 18th, 19th,
essed resurgence of nationalism in
jes melted away, and this
i alism.

The
whole ¢
ou
ntry was divided into
(o]
nomes >’
. i
ter € gynastics jod wit
erl
e P row local loyalt A
of aggressive 1 peri

ruled by *
Y. "'n
the kin omarches
3 g. Th * or go
this period a ZIC was a welig_dvemofs who w or loc
cases of txcas()ﬁ ) U})Cl‘c is reCorCf ‘:ielo‘ped judx?f? th thre€
cour on in the king’ e i v et
urts following the clftgl gis hoﬂaebOIde v:::l €nce. to sbsg,:v th and fi(c]t which d pirit
ular ere tried i atians the into <
procedure. . T }:;ed A s arn 4V }10[:‘6 among the rulers of this period was
e Was no restil The great itI 3,}1% became Xing in 1479 B.C. BY virtue of his
Su Thutm Ibe’c atne master of 2 great empire ex}cndmg_ from the
e Nile. Phoenicians, Canaamtes; “Hittites an!
aid him-tribute. e
- over Egypt

standing a .
of peace al‘my in the O
nd Id K
non-aggression inodom which
. followed 2 5 8
olicy
swords
4 to the s
his authority a P
Hatshcpsut, ruled

The OId Ki
ingd
gdom came to an end ab. 7
out 2300 B.C
-C. Many

- in historYs X .
The most illustrious ruler o
Y (1375-1358 B.C

ASsyrmns g,

t reat wo : ¢

. firs t%e' period of the Empire. - :
tian - history» Amen otgi \

i ¢ chang® his name to0 Akhnaton.

» says a famous

s

causes contri
. ntribut
centrifugal ed to thi
of l'ndl'v“:x{dualtie ndencies fosst;aregromiﬂcnt~amon B
&eople Yidualism cand the Cl‘us}zisy the nom :;Srdt)hem were 218
a tomarchs : .
period k. The fall of e o g ndal burdin in ¢ Bgypti
o § o € extr. vhic : ancl . 2,
f confusion “’bxfc ;hel Old King dgral;’aganr Schemest}; Slso belongs tohthls pe;IOdhistoxy e  ankind
a X wa f . WT the ¢2 ¢
sted till the rsl_sgollowed by, Trom 2. Akhnaton tands out 28 2 real person, the world’s
of the lr“s??acr;’]ist —onotheist and prophet of internationa jsm . He
e ’ great rcvolution in the religion of ‘his- country
:5 of oneé God, in- place of the worship
He was also 2 great

11th d
ynasty—abo
ut 2100
B.C. This was a period
1 od of feudal}
ducing 't

effected 2 gr
i he worship 0
ailed 1 Egypt. 1
jn advance of his Age.

anarcby sBoi
the rise . ocial revolution
lasted tiﬁf tll;zg“th dyna(;f;hg cmasscs and foreign invasi
;;'gzkncss of the Cf'tc-l This pfr?: dtbe Middle K,-ng;gg;- ‘I'Yith- oA atro
n, i ntra y was - N = whi 5 by A 5
After gQ(I)?)Za{Bf%ldal nobli\slzgﬁ rchy and thse Sg%:?_menz ed b; tllif: of mlny fgods \~'hl%h tp;s: iled vere yPr
regaine .C., howe o were mostl ion of authority apostle of peace- u s ; : g
It wasd leuch of the Pc:,\?é,- tgf Pharaohs }(’,fbg?:v‘;?’;: dCSP:t? The govérr:imiagt ocil' the Eew'thgdom wasbve{‘);t;nu(i}tx 1‘:'1:
were hi great  blow at was lost by > 12th dynas ! that of the old King om, ut it was more absolute. 5
to the ":,ﬁz;éoprhe Pl'csgz‘:;c (t)ct{ fc;lda]iSm Y tllli;{’i}?rcdeccsso:sy a militar')lc }flcspo}:lslm which ruled W}tl_ldtelclie 't:f;? ?Ifoicpl;?\f:;s‘oﬁ%?\}
opulation wi a few were eges which . army.- e whole empire was divi i
n without distinc‘t‘ig;e é}o"‘;.ﬂz‘ownbpgg _administrative units each of v}\‘rhxch was ruled by 2 governor as
) irth. or rank the direct reprcsentative of the monarc- M
. tan Empire was not a stable and well-knit unit.
t to the managed successfully- There
es. Increaseé o

The EgyP

The territory was too vas
were frequent revolts of the conque
wealth led to corruption and luxury.
several conquered provinces had been lost.
the last great»Pharaoh in 1167 B.C. th
Egypt fell a prey to barbarian invasions,
19th century-B.G. At this time the Egyptians t
degenerated. The decline of Egypt was .-
growing power of the priests who usurped

or th] as 3
S reason th y ty
)
government of the 12['11
€ gov m nas h : i
F I d as been $

sometim
. €s
hlstorv 'cbaraCtCTfZed a A
Y. s 'the first demo
. cratic kin,

& - ngm in

The end of o :
ortex o of the 12th L -
°Untcr-r!<‘:\fhloacs and anax("é‘gl?s{y threw Eg)}Pt:'J ; 5
sed state g; 05: the nobles ir)x' .teléztemal disox‘ggce mmore into thie
750 B.C aflairs | vited foreign i r caused by
. .C. the Ia d s lasted for m gn invasion y the
sia who nd was inva ore than tw. and this con-
Vol victory by mcdai?s b¥‘ ahsemiu'c ;3(;;;{1 t;"lncs-' About
’ of their ho e from W,
rses and wa estern
ar chariots
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ses, €2 h district having its separate focal
ods 205 2% he wonsolidation of territory in the Old

wa

led AmOT T}?e rf/egctau e powers of Nature. It was also
Soniﬁcd all ¢ the Nil Th u_gbout E'g*/puzn 1:us:mry, e
lied the er ¢ of Osiris d minated religion e

Ot of Re and ;hm'e;:tl tck:le worship of the great Sun God was
.c:)llm. faith whic . oud Kingdom- The cult of Osiris _became
sold? jigion Oy eriod © the Middle Kingdom. Egyptian
ipant 10 the ga'th were fully developed in the later history
life aftet - gdo In this stage the Egyptians placed
b eapons 2 a2int bY. the side of the dead
foods drink, ¥ 5, the pelief that if the body was destroyed the
heaven. Hence, 38 st(_)on as 1::1 man was
corl ; a . e art O embalming. was SO
_ hclls b(l)(t)i)’ wats :tnﬂ:he . mbalmed body which was called
.hligé ‘YM§§m$ v could b€ prcscrvcd,for any length of time. -
. th
! wards the clos¢ of the Middle }i_ingdom and the
Ythe Empire that Egyptian religion reached its
ime ace a fusion of the solar
Osiris combining the best features of both.
soon after the establishmcnt of the Empire, reli.gion. pecame
Superstition and maglc became 1ts chief elements.
5 xploited the  people by selling magica
charms. “They 2also sold formulas, “making the people believe
that these formulas would lead the dead to heaven. 1 the
formulas together constituted what is known as the Book of
the Dead. . . . D 4
The religious degeneration of Egypt led to @ reaction in the
form of 2 religious revolution headed by Amenhotep 1V -about
whom mention has already been made. e
o veritable crusade against “the abuses of the priest-nddcn

e
the names of traditional deities from the public monuments.

his people to worship 2 single God, whom he called Atom 7,
a God not only of Egypts but of the whole Universe. ~It-was
a God which ordained the- moral - order of the world and
rewarded ~man for- purity and - integrity, @ - heavenly
father-Abestowing his benevolent care overall ‘his creation. ~

. The successors of Amenhotep did not possess the jdeal.of
that great man. Hence, once more religion 'dcgenerated, an

old superstitions raised their head. ‘Once more, people .became
_steeped in ignorance and fell victims of .pries
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Intel Wwhich Were t:ly 1f p.hllOso(I:)ah) of ﬂrap‘% ;. and -CM“'{“‘;? Egyptians invented the cundial and
©Ctual] Achieireme se - linkeq wiy‘,h-li‘c,.atuehgiok mcmlh;;)dan mllc ‘“"['hﬁ‘/ arc also crcd'ucd}win;‘ !‘\m ma{:’:\g g\'
Prp o nats ‘ relipio ™ a f E8YPUT dock. he field of science they had equalled the
OPHY . ~ ; - Biop, ' Mt 0. watef In the d Persians
Progress. j : he E ; : the d glass the Hebrews an ‘
D the 8Yptiane ‘ er ANC 27 Gvalled
:ternal Dniversc,ﬁiilde of philosopp,, “tained 4 high Prgmans A1 jterature R
Vents anq the do B idea of: COnst. COnceg ! < ing and Li en that the art of writing originated and
.ofl tl COntributiOHS rxfpe of Naturq] cgnt €peat; xf’gtm wr we have alrcacty sgr he hicroglyphic syslcn; of thr_x.g_too‘k
Philoso : o ti . Cause ap, ' Cycl in Egypt- - tic period. It was originally
was g P‘l’l.ex" n Egypt a.boglz’tp25a(r)l ph‘IOSOPhy. Sfect yygre o dcvck’Pcd éﬁring the pre d:/‘n,a‘i Out of this war gradually
“Maxi fzxer under one of 0 B.C, Y name }t):re wa, s form, picmgraph\c‘s~§ach representing a single consonant
wisd ms  of ahhotep » Pharaohs Utahhote compos® -enty-four symbols, The last stage in the evolution of
Isdom  ysefy) in th ep contained pe His Wor evolved t“the human voice. ¢t of the alphabet. The Egyptians
as Anculcation of 1€ pursuit of Ounsels of sound of the developmen inciples of the alphabet. The
are, in th Jmorality of 5 ye . wordly  qyeea griting Was imvented the princip ied this principle and
: € words of demats high order B are said_to have WP 0" vears later, copi s princip :
of moral idealism in fno ern -historjay h hese ar}(l: S icians some 1,3 "o the neighbouring nations. Hence, it
Period of the Middl a l. the world’s lit’erat e f,i’rst P ::aad the idea am(:oosay that the Egyptian a\phab'et was the
-of complete Scepticisc Kin dom, there devcl:"’d- 5\130“‘(1 not be wm:}‘xger alphabet which later on came into use in
this " philoso M regarding Jjf, pe ¢ of every © 2 :
5 $ phy  \vas th 8 life after (e h r arefl world.
1S pleasure whe & e OCtrine . in® the Western . ich literature. It was largely
Othe?s. Thee l‘;ht’l ¢ Mmay and. gl stl;?vtc ;"mfn should seek The Egyptians had also a T‘Rcc:hRova\ Hymn ™ of Ikhnaton
E&ypt St among the 8reat ethical phjj or the pleasure g LY Josophical and religious. o the 14th century B.C. is one
S eriod 6fasthArEenemope who lived towl;,:ls‘)s‘t’ﬁhe‘?i of ancient "gﬂ(ﬁospcd by AmenhfotEP Ixa,:nliteramre It is a magnificent
Picie ¢ Lmpire. There the close of the e st pieces of Egyp i /hom there is no
i . . wvas A | - the best piec . d, besides whom i
gls Phxlosoph}': He preached that Gidhi:a:'g’ does of theology - ((’)tdct o praise of Aton * the SS}Fm(goer;;bodimem of the Egyptian
FStlnyhand Inculcated the virtues of ¢ 1e Frohitectiof humap other . It was the most subii
sympathy, : SR . olerance and human’| N
ScIENcE :

i i ilosophical
iver theism. Besides the phi
. ion of universal mono : ‘ Alosopbical
w“lccr-)ct\l'??ous literature, there was 2 nc}; logsc gt;i(i"o smrieg: :
and 1 xﬁmc’“ people, charming love lyri ot b
d;‘c x(\::)urc Such popular literature gives a
adve .

There- was . great  development of
Cs In the period of t

astronomy \
he Old Kji 4y
ed about the sol ingdom. We have

and mathemati
.already studi
during this .

with h P d Th n i : { impression of a fairly
. ar calendar which was in vogue: - of Lgyptian socicty and g\;/:zs“_“t’kc\e flcepﬁm  rolcius e
' ving | opiog:  The ancient Egyptians are credited 4 high standard of living comp ty m qQu m;
1th having laid the fo ‘

\

! undation of arithmetic and eometry,
. They devised the arithm ‘add H f

leve etical processes of addition, subtraction
and division, but nct multiplication. They are also said. to!
have invented the decimal system, though they had no symba!
for zero. They had attained a- high degree of skill i
mensuration and knew how to calculate . the volume of tly |
pyramid, the cylinder and even the hemisphere. Another |
branch of science in which ancient Egypt made wonderfull
- contributions was medicine, _Egyptian physicians were specialists
in different fields of medicine. Some were dentists, some were!
surgeons and some specialists in stomach discases. ‘They learnt
the importance of the heart and-the significance of the puls
Many of the remedies for diseases discovered by the Egyptia

. ol YR
were carried into Europe by the Greeks. Other sciences 10

which they attained high level of proficiency were cnginéeringg.

it a
{ tyranny and ignorance. This literature had profoun
(¢ pA < v

influence upon later oriental peoples.

Egyptian Art

. : ¥, INUSIC,

Drawing, painting, architectuve, .scu{pt;me,h 1&?&:\%& )
weaving and other arts had attained d~ch‘uec‘t\'lre s the
perfection in ancient Egypt. Of these, ‘\‘\ a) achievement of
most highly developed. ‘The most u‘\omm;b?he I;yram.ids “which
Lgyptian architecture was the b\ultﬁ\mlg,{ 1 gwdom. [The. pyramids
belonged to the period of, the Ol g ramid was built
were the tombs of the Pharaohs. The first p)é A apad s
at least as early as 2700 B.C. The largest .Of e 4pth dynasty.
the  Great Pyramid > built by King K'hufu o the 105 Seaily
It is siill the greatest structure ever built by r‘r)l LA
500 feet in height and covers an area of abo
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26 hundre
- sids buil
s than onc ramids :
is said that no less LWL " ihe I1>) ']ll’ and conclusive answer g}
it for 20 years. h t. gi\'cs a cled ore built for rellglous anq’
;u’storical cvf'denclt)3 ]Ee\a:cd that they \.\e .z;rchitectural expressi ongl
this. Histori®?8 eThc P)'m““d.s'mio endow their State with|
olftical ”fii?:xi; of the EngtmnStombs. of the rulers, the'
i eqr:(l:le and _stability. 85 o ortality to the people ag,
pcrmaf:js were believed to 'ensure ¢ the national life, “ The.
pyrami " the embodiment .ol . n -worship:
:the ruler wa1s lso have been symbols of. Su p ;
i ight a . n o 4
,pyramxds mig £ the Middle Kn-!gdom hancll) the E.rnpl.re”
L the place of the pyramid as the best expression
the temple 0o . he symbol of national strength ang

. orked g4t
usand -men’ worked  a¢
d thousa’t t-? There is:nq|

. In .the periods o
as t

. -chitecture, p ’ . ol
Of‘Egypu?‘nit?lgu;rure. The Egyptian temples were of gigantic |
c'm‘mt’)ly‘h‘; temple of Karnak was the most famous among them,
,;ltzfs"the largest religious house ever built, with a length of about

1.300 feet. .The columns of the temple were of col(')ssal'size, 3
the largest

other marvellous structures were also built by the
famous of them was the largest portrait sculpture ever produced,’

the Great Sphinx with the head of a man and the body of a lion,
“The figure is about 160 feet long and about 70 feet high, |

Statues of Pharaohs were also built which were colossal in |

size. The height of these statues ranged from 75 to 90 feet.
This gigantic size of the statues of Pharaohs was intended to
.be a symbol of the power of these rulers as well as the power
of their kingdom. The art of painting developed rather late 'in
Egyptian history compared to architecture and sculpture. ~ The

Lest paintings belong to the period of Ikhnaton’s reign and

immediately after. His reverence for Nature was influentialin
a revival of naturalism in art which was particularly reflected’
in painting. The mural paintings of . this period  faithfully
portray the world of experience and the beauty of man’s natural
environment, - i :
Ancient Egypt was also noted for other arts like musi
Musicians played upon musical instruments like the harp, -pipe
and lute. ~Stone-cutters, masons, potters, carpenters, jewell
coppersmiths and goldsmiths were available in plenty,

Social and Economic Life

Egyptian society consisted of different classes’ though ther
Was no rigid caste system. All were equal in the eyes of’

being 70 feet high with 'a diameter of over 20-feet. |
It .took nearly two thousand-years to complete 'the construction |
of this temple, and it is about a quarter of a mile long. Many
) Egyptians, 8
'such ‘as rockcut tombs and statues. . The art of portrait |
‘sculpture was also of a very high standard. ‘ No age,” says
H.A. Davies, ““produced more life-like potraits”. The most®
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law. Class distinctjo , :
rise from a lowermcl:g,gm clastic_enough to

; . N 4 to o igh
part of Egypufm history the Population igher clagg
}hel rgyal famllﬁ, the }f?rxestly clasg th
including merchants, farmers, apt: > the midd]e
the serfs. A §ixth class, the ’prolf"gss;;l;a? nd] joribes, and l::?;;
to the Kshatriyas in ancient India, g0

eriod of the Empire, Iy L

:}:lso a seventh class I;'or a time,tg{i_,sﬁa‘: slf""c‘d: there ~ yoq
captured. In due course they were absorbcdv?s who hag been
in the personal service of the Pharach. Th A0
various classes shifted from time to time. " Nop] a
hc!d the supremacy in the Old Kingdom. But tﬁs and priests
gained the upper hand during the Middle Kingg € Commoners
class o.f nobility gained ascendancy under the gn?n: A new
primarily made up of bureaucrats The P:ic. tsh was
were a power to be reckoned with during this Pcl:'io(:is also

The Egyptian family was monogamous. W, :
a }}igh place in society.  The matriarchal systemoxtr}ls:nesosgfzupwd
which was female ascendancy, prevailed n Eé'thian ¢ ce of
Descent was traclcd through the female line, It is Saigmggi
the Egyptians alone among the oriental i
women to succeed to the throne. Peoples  permitted

The educational system was one whi v
testimony to the highly developed nature o?hEgbyc;tliinciz?:?eem
Thcrq were a number of public schools which trained thousanzrs.
of scribes to do service in the administration of the government
in the matter of keeping records and accounts. Many of them
were ‘also employed by rich businessmen and landlords There
1s-reason to suppose that education was provided free of charge
by the government.

The Egyptian economy was essentially agrarian. Wheat,
barley, nu}let, vegetables, fruits, flax and cotton were grown
in plenty in the rich soil of the Nile Valley. Commerce also
prospered  after 2000 B.C. and there was rich commercial
tercourse with Crete, Phoenicia, Palestine and Syria. Wheat,
textiles and fine pottery were exported while the imports were
chiefly gold, silver and ivory. There was also great industrial
development. _ The chief industries were manufacture of pottery, .
glass and textiles, ship-building and quarrying. Money. ec
was also prevailing though there was no system - of:
Currency consisted of rings of copper or gOld"-;Rﬂ' L
oldest system of currency in the history _of .mankind

There is cvidence to show that ancients
-a_collectivistic . economy. There were huge: S5
and  the government was the largest ~empl
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CHAPTER IX
CIVILISATIONS OF MESOPOTAMIA

THE SUMERIAN CIVILISATION

Political History of the Sumerians

Contemporaneous with the Egyptian civilisation, an equally
prilliant  civilisation ~ was developm_g in t}.xe land called
Mesopotamia. The name Mesopotanua was given by the
ancient Greeks to the fertile river valley between the Euphrates
and the Tigris in Western Asia. The mnorthern part of
Mesopotamia was called Assyria and the southern partBabylonia,
Babylonia in its turn consisted of two districts, Sumer
the southern district and Akkad the northern district. Unlike
Egypt, Mesopotamia was not protected by natural barriers and
so it was exposed to incessant invasions from foreigners.. This
led to the rise and fall of one civilisation after another.

The earliest people to lay the foundation of an wurban
civilisation were the Sumerians. They were a race of unknown
origin, but their original home is supposed to be Central Asia,
Their culture had some resemblance to the earliest civilisatiol
India. They came and settled in the lower Tigris-Euphrats
Valley dvring the period between 5000 and 4000 B.C. aft
conquering the native population who \ ere in the stage of
Neolithic culture, The Sumerians founded many:. citi
the most famous was Nippur. Many of these cities deve
Into city-States and these city-States were continuously qua e
with each other: Gradually a Sumerian Empire wa
which extended from the Persian Gulf to th d Sez
empire cameé to an end about 2659 B.C. wh
by Sargon I, the leader of a Nomadic Ser
the Akkadians. He founded a new empireg
old empire. But the empire of Sargon: was
death was the signal for a number of Sumerian;
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king of this kingdom was
like Sargon 1. Upon his

or
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s CHAPTER X
THE BABYLONIAN CIVILISATION

The Babylonian Empire &

We hav i i !
ave seen in the previous chapter that the death blow T
They

to the la i i
e later Sumerian Empire was dealt by the Elamites.

-

were a warlike -
rlike ‘people of unknown language and race who-came - )

from the
A othor :;;S: an'.ti' conquered the southern part of Mesopotamia.
g2 g dP of people called Amorites came from the region
ty ia ;and - settled in the village of Babylon in the northern
part of the Tigris-Euphrates Valley. They were commonly
called the Babylonians from the village of Babylon which
became the qapxtal of ‘their empire. = They. were also known as
Old Babylonians as distinguished from the Neo-Babylonians or
Chaldeans, who. settled in the valley much later.” The rise
of the Old  Babylonians marks . the second important stage.
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. <vilisation. ~Under their at ki
tamian’ CV1 ] gree ng
" M?Soﬁi}" ol qugrcd the Sumerians and Elamites and
of ! Nurabl Babylonian Empire. Hammurabi was an
Ham! e rought the whole of Mesopotamia under

But after his time, there was
¢l it was finally destroyed by
Kassites about 1750 B.C.

llshcd o b
iclslt?slt)fi e mlc; )W ¢ 2100 B.C
of the empire un
gradv® rian rac® known as the
5 barb? Babylonian Civilisation L o
- ns made valuable contributions to civilisation,
3 o Hammurabi. Politically, the system
and the power of the king was
ere was also compulsory military service.
me.hw also changed to suit new conditions. The
of ement O the reign.  of Hmmurabi was
chiev The Code of Hammurabi: was
ancient Sumerian laws with
conformity ‘with the changed situation. It
block of stone 8 feet in height and set
Babylon. Some. of the laws embodied
good. For instance, there were laws
1l be done to the widows, orphans and
many respects the laws were made more
the I.?Q%r,;d barbarous than under the Sumerians. Thus, giving
rotcct‘ion to a fugitive slave was punishable'mercly by a.ﬁne
he Sumerian Code, whereas the punishment prescnb_cd
Code of Hammurabi was to cut O‘ﬁ: the ears. Unlike
erian law, the Code of Hammurabi prescribed death
for adultery. The .Babylonian laws also reflected
a greater development of trade than under, the S}unerian culture.
Businessmen enjoyed 2 privileged position in society. But trade,
banking and industry weré regulated by the State. There were
laws to regulate taking of interest on money- Hammurabi’s
Code also prescribed penalties for failure to cultivate 2 ﬁe}c{ and
for neglect of dykes and canals. Both government and private

ownerships of land were permitted.

Religion played an important part
civilisation. - There was worship of many
class was very powerful and influential.
gods were degraded and new gods were €xa
There was more -of superstition under the
under their predecessors. Astrology and magic  became-more
prominent than before. The priests claimed the power
of foretelling the future by the observation. of stars and planets:
But the Old Babylonians, like the Sumerians, were not other-
worldly in their outlook. They had no faith- in_personal
immortality. Demon worship and witchcraft had an- important
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CHAPTER XI
THE ASSYRIANS

Rise and Fall of the Assyrians . 3 - 1

The Assyrians were another Semitic pcoplfe wh}o came fm"?
the Syrian desert and §cttlcd on the top of a plateau in the

er valley of the Tigris as carly as the 1lth century B
UTI;};\, were called  Assyrians b_ecausc they wOrsluppqd. ﬂ&’
grcal desert-god Assur.  They built up the two great cities of}
Assur and Ninevah. They were mighty warriors and experts
in riding the horses and driving the chariots am‘i this gave them
a great military advantage over their enemies. About 1169
B.C., Babylonia was conquered by them. There were several]
ups and downs in the fortunes of the Assyrians until they were
conquered by the Chaldeans towards the close of the 7th century,
B.C. Sennacherib was the most famous of the Assyrian rulers;
Under him Babylon was sacked. Palestine and Egypt fell!
before him. BPRe -

The Assyrian power was based on militarism. The greed!
of the Assyrians for territory impelled them for more and more.
conquests until finally militarism recoiled against them and

brought about their ruin. The army commanders were the most

ftz\ng;fjtl (r;g thf riichest class ir-l the country. There was a huge
R g, o e Improwd wepon, sl
- dron sowrds i 3
and helmets weas o oo s, long lances, metal shields’
dvantage over their i :
Ee ver itr.elnenue&. Moreover, they used the most "
R i methods to overpower their enemies
o el o g LS O thier cars
d ex 7 in ca P < il
: :g:}utllalir: d fors, Thicg ta :tscaptlvated human beings®
mst the Assyriang | ~
L 4485 s like 4 ha . P
rrible vengeyn o, ot Domerang,
as sackcdgmlnc?f ‘«gd”;“ thein when occw%ion’ralxl'zls; cnem“:
H people enslaye ‘ . :
end not 4 e of A%y;ianuiin(f)lr cxtcmunzitcd, so. tha
uence was left,

-

f their armaments which gave them
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Assyrian Culture :

ssyvian culture centred aroun, ili :
s af ‘peace o consderably Degioce. T, "mii

tantial progress in commerce or indust ief.
n%; 1:slb50f livelihood of the Assyrians was agﬁ:rzﬁitu;?.l ° 'I‘:‘}}xlé:g-
::/13,5 poth privatc and pu.bhi:l ownership of land. Most of the
Janded wealth belonngltOdt ¢ temples. Army officers received
considerable_grants of land from the State.” There were also
many rich landlords among private citizens. The social and
economic  systcm contained in it seeds Jof destruction,
The military aristocracy indulged themselves in pleasures and
luxury while the scefs and the s!avcs had to toil hard for the
sake of their maste.s and lead a llfc of starvation.  They were
also subjected to c_ompulsory mllx_tary service. There were two
Classes of slaves, viz., the domestic slaves and the war captives.
The former had some amount of freedom and were even
permitted to own property. The latter had to lead a life of
utter misery, doing heavy manual labour in public works.

The Assyrians are said to have adapted the law of the Old
Babylonians to a great extent. But some modifications were
introd iced. Thus, the Assyrian law enjoined object subjection
of women. Wives were the property of their husbands and could
be divorced by the latter at their pleasure. Plurality of wives
was .allowed and the purdah system was in existence.

Although the intellectual achievement of the Assyrians was
on the whole inferior, they made some progress in science and
art. They are credited with having divided the circle into 360
degrees. They discovered and named five planets and were
able to predict eclipses to some extent. Medicine also received
appreciable development in their hands. Symptoms of various
diseases were correctly diagnosed and the uses. of more than
five hundred drugs were discovered. In the field of art, the
Assyrians excelled the Old Babylonians and equalled = the
Sumerians in their achievements. Sculpture, particularly
architectural sculpture, was the art in which they achieved special
excellence. They made elaborate stone pictures to represent the
valiant dees of kings. The chief features of their architecture .
were the dome and the arch. But it suffered from the defect: =
of massiveness since the Assyrians identified beauty with size.
The most illustrious ruler of the Assyrians was Assurbanipal
who ruled in the 7th century B.C. He shines singularly am‘?ﬁ
the Assyrian monarchs as almost the only ruler/who' =S
attention to learning and arts. He maintained:
rc{al library at Ninevah which contained ‘thirty’
*%\t!cts properly classified and catalogue

The

that a

se tablets einbodied the literory,-scientific'and

(e LA
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: ast. Among the tablets were ;
b i and the g ALORE 00 S v g
ma,ny. hun }’I‘hc military narl;‘a.tl‘V'CS (?f lthe ﬁSSleans Tepreselr?;
chronicles. (tempts at patriatic historica’ Writng. Assurbanip,|
the cayhestl faan author of an autobiography.
was himse ution of the ASSYrianS. “{as_ that rhe

. ib
e cthf contri S ,
ccigzld civilisation from others and passed iton o future
re

. . :»inal contributions were scanty
s. Their org
gcneratlon

CHAPTER XII :

4

" THE CHALDEANS OR NEO-BABYEONIANS

The Chaldean supremacy marked- the last stage ;
Mesopotamian civilisation. The Chaldeans were a Sc}:lrmlt]lc
who destroyed the Assyrian Empire in 612 B.C. with the
of an Aryan-speaking people, called the Medes. The Chalde
were also known as Neo-Babylonians, because they resto
the capital at Babylon and attempted fo revive the culture
Hammurabi’s time. The greatest of the Chaldean . emperorss
was Nebuchadnezzar who ruled from 605 to 562 B.G. He 158
a figure mentioned in the Bible. He launched upon a careers
of wars and conquests. He invaded Egypt and subjugated thed
Jews in Palestine. The Jews rebelled but the rebellion "waSis
suppressed and many Jewish princes, soldiers and craftsment i
were carried away to Babylon as captives. There was a secondi =i
Jewish rebellion for which they had to pay a heavy price. Thess
City of Jerusalem was burned to the ground and the temple

of Solomon destroyed. The Hebrew Kking’s sons were Killed S8
et 5 S8 b s bided. " The i ine 38
veriod irf (‘)Nhiéi]. Sltll jects were taken as captives to Babylon. 1nGEs
known in Jowis ﬁe gpws were held as_captives in Babylonia 15 &8
Nebuchadneyse: buil;stgry as the Babylonl_an Captivity -8
caused to be made o :ﬁag’nlﬁcent palace in Babylon and__,
famous gardens knownnq' © I“c‘)of Of: the temple palace, thc._‘
which the Greeks cl'xara_;th e hanging ‘gardens of Babylon":}
cterised as one of the seven wonders of
o : the death of ) 3
Empire steadily ¢ of Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean

‘the world, Afer
ecli . . : :
by the Medes and th: elc*}crélir;ﬁi n _539 B.C. it was ovcrthrowﬂ{-

Gz Ly
it i B st S it

The Chaldean

Old Babylonian civj

the Olq Babylonian
Iterature Were restor

ascendancy witnessed

isati ar i of the sl
lisation. The Chalde renaissance :

institutiong ldeans revived certaill ﬁ)ff
and 1deals, Ancien}; law 'and :

ed. The i
o ©S5ential elements of the




"I‘HE PHOENIULAua
and their wonderful dexterity in miniature
£ A e — . R

aturc?f.;-—f——-—*
ol CaTpture et
I _ytance of Aegean Civilisation
P“ﬂ e and yilisation ,had..profounqu....l.nﬂp,.e.nqc.cl.. _subse-
o0 ACEL M “Acgean _culture were
The 1"illsat1()1§,'lesti‘ e and Syria DY /-the Philistines who _came
| PalesUl “-rarisus elements. of the Phoenician

uclﬂ into :
oot e 0 P ande, VAol € iation, T i
duCSTy geant 9% e ‘Aegoan._civilisation. It 15 supposed

”}“1/1 the £21eaac)

ol — & > e e I

o 'i‘vcl/f,ﬂg:—gﬁg“'werc also influenced Dby the religious and”

e G Gons of _Ft,hg,_,Qr:cﬁar}s-eL;;A:@H as thar spirit of

3’;81_63219-”5*30’{\’,& or, in the < dark 28¢€ which followed the
v f Knossos, much of the Aegean civilisation

pcrlshf:d- Ve . . . . . o a (‘
The -Aegean civilisation provides 2 welcome relief to the *Y)
the tyranny of despotiC monarchy and crafty
. hcient times. The absence of

d of forced labour, equality

d the dignity of status enjoyed by
Y _ hich assured 2 fzir share of
L appiness and prosperity 10 the humblest citizens. Such
which afforded necessary climate for comfort and
at. zest for life and spirit of cxperimcntation was really

amusement,
. in tune with the modern spirit. .

CHAPTER XIV
THE PHOENICIANS

Who were the Phoenicians ?
et authentic evidence

Historians have not been able to
about the early or late history of the gPhocnicians. It is not
known when and whence they came to the land of P nenicia.
If_li?lw_?jgw@fhw elonged to the oeniclan
race, Phoenicia_was a_ narrow strip of land, 2 100 miles 1ong
%@ﬁ_‘OBIY 10 miles wide, between S 'rizﬁdTEM@ggM
-ﬁ;&%ﬂg&sﬁ? Erotfif?fealrgm,.tbgjl_lyg_s,if?u?,_9_11 warlike people
a‘h“zﬁéﬁ‘fﬁf&@e@y the Lebanon-hills “which_stretched
a m‘llitgi,ysfgm.k_?o_}{{ldary g,fr__ their ggg@nm. __They were not
made the‘irkcgglnd- at first did not bﬂ{ki. up an_empire: They
@EEEE—__%{S in_the arts of peace, pal‘l;lcttl_z}ry through
eacconst o eir mountain__Darriers squeczed —¢hem _into the
and so they were compelled tommtlme life.
Ttes W, iad forme

Their politic =
heir political system was based on city-States whic

themselves infa. a loose confed
ves into a loose confedcratiowl
d

citie .
ities were Tyre, Sidon and Byblos., The City of Byblos carric
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on a brisk trade i
on a brisk trade in Egyptian papyrus a
Egyptian papyrus
SIS B 0

the name 1
RLIt of this Cit)’ he
— ) t Greek:
s s ad

iz, biblos™ i
helio? ”(nd lhe wo .d TR >N
With the f: e _Bible
ie fall of the Aegean En;};mlsndmj\ved fi o
Ire g "'\\P(‘)‘
nd >
~“hat it Wwas invented
rcian writing dates back to the

Egypt, th
: , the Phoenician ci
1 an city-
in the Mediterrancan b States establisheg tha
Y means of Politicy) ., dSclm ’ i

thei I dopidd *he i

pole he VI —Carliest hoenicl

the 9th century B.C. the Phoenicians

ty-two letters. It is likely that

Thé Greeks

Jasting achievement  of the Phoenicians was their
s_think that alphabetic writing (phonetic

Opted th J «
EOS [+ S \\'
any schol2
in Egypt about 1500 B.C. i
inoan_writing_of ¢ ’te,’%h?%rfﬁt?ﬁl_;!;

Phoenicia. As far as

Phoenici
Lhoenician coloni
OF Afiica and 1n (he slands of Sror2th
in Gr d 1n the islan e
1 Greeee,The most Prfohd of Sicily ang o Jedit :
In_the north-western co: nent of thej G car atury B
series of wars Stern_coast of Af 1e1r 3 X 13th % an alphabet of twel
s CO = J g alp —E— ———— %
of the_Phocnician cite I@m'e R W ; WerGreeks 1eatht IO e 1? lthoug]
1€ Téics Jistod £ on1e : th ; : the modern wor Although it Is a contro-
lasted fr . ; °od it to the MO EtL ! gh it 1s a_contro-
om about the e tﬁ@.‘ﬂi—l»r/‘ :-n whether the Phoenicians invented the alphabet
1t the ] v}fg_é Fho doubt that the credit for its diffusion in different
t to them.
hich the Phoenicians made to
urant, . they took

C,_e..nﬂtux) B C‘ n € centur ) t
— 3 1 COnt T

Eg,st,and.spm,d

Chaldean dom;j
the most l_ommation, and th
alexander ggpg‘?gtcjf)'ﬁtain (;lfnder th
Phoenician ¢ reat of Macedonia Ph
s—rmcian Civilisati =d2na. e
The Phoeni c—on . civilisati n the wor
But t’h% ihe arts an L —Crete and IN€ar =
They S ere_clever in adopiiy o e i Gresce, Mg Spain. _They bound together
and [it not make any adopting th 3 the West 11 & ‘cﬁr’rfrﬁergxal_agd“&ﬁln;@i web and
o TRture, oy eyer S ain ¢ ach began to spe-from ™ barbarism ”-
re. T _conir:
. excelleq —
red Val‘iouSlled
e CHAPTER XV
: ANCIENT CHINESE CIVILISATION
political History of Ancient China
In China 2 splendid civilisation developed from yery ancient
. times. But the early history of China is shroudedindarkness.
cs_and bro, There is 1O reliable historical information regarding the origina
thern spho Ought™ home of the Chinese, about their race and as to how old their
us, fro . ES-Of civilisation 1is ¢ Ghina like India »  says will Durant, “is to
; be compared with Europe, as & whole rather than with any one
did : nation of Buropé it is not the united home © _one p'eo.plc,
ot but a *medley of human varieties different in origit distinct
in language, diverse in character an art and often hostile to
in customs, morals and governmcnt.”
yilisation, China was 2 land

angyug eir tra
o Ui e, E R
rom thcad“? and tre-aDurant,
cak, Cheatefibih 4
€ .

one another 1
s of Chinese ci
into an e€mpire
sty which

In thc carly stage
Slowly it devcloped :}T"STT/’ d i
A e an na
- :I‘ﬁl's aynasty

of city-States.
Lnown dynasty of emperors is
is supposed to have ruled from 1750 t© 1125 B.C.
was succeeded Dy tne Chou_dynast (1125— 50 B.C.) In the
12th century B.G. the Thinese Empire was very small compared
with modern China and did mnot extend .much beyon! e
fertile plain through which the Yellow River flows. It l(ltd
Mongolia, Manchuria and Tibet. - = ca
» pecause it was encircled on

" not include
tha <« Middle Kingdom

d in .

. {lcir\?ihclr trade :
21 by, 19€ Proficiengy,”
hemgef € _Sta ~—===Iclenc;
o Y

r, . North
frice, 1t s said thar

hO
. Usgy
sand : co
1 Vi
n 1ao0d Years ppoCovered




and the south and the west with barbarian raceg Who o
threatened the sec}untg (:12 :1’(; rc?l’]lcﬂeiz_:nggmpire. :
assel States on the border - ‘ oM ryle ived. But soon after hj .
:)’:Séllkfs who rcc(.)ngCd the S.lllzm.nmty ]?f the Chings - Dr; '};frt];vﬁ? his empirec and hilss ;Lﬁxthv:/clx:be”lons o
They fought against the barbarians w rho menaceq th } dynasty came to an cnd in 206 B.C,

regions of the empire. In duc cozlxrsc these dukes

beeame independent and owed on]y rfomu}‘a] al
emperor though the emperor h.cld the title ““ Son
By the Gth contury B.C. China became a loose g5
of independent dukes warring “”t]_’ one another,
under the authority of the emperor in name. ]?uring
China was under a system of feudalism according to wh
dukes and other rulers of small States were sy
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s se in different
assassinated, The Chin

Civiusaﬁon of Ancient China

Chinese cu!turc‘i: one of the most anc;
world, It is said to have a _confinuity of sev.
In the .m,dst of .the disunity ang ofﬂiézﬁoﬁiﬁd y;a'rs'
characterised the. h’xstory of ancient China was lasigv lﬁh
foundation of China’s langl{?ge, literature, philosphy 2ng oy
T ppEaTs thaf the Chinese 'cwilisation* was a nai?\‘/r;.‘
independent a nd isolated growth without getting any substantia]

—

b
ent cultures of the

princes, . ) Y A
to owe allegiance to d:sa (i’;xnpcr:i:ar bu‘:,m:vere Dractis assistance _ from .fm:clgn lnﬂuer_lce. VIt was throughout,
independent and were gmg each "% a Mongolian c1v1h.§at19n. Thcrf: Is evidence to show that P
As centuries passed, this system bccmpc worse and untj] it 1000 B.C. the civihsathn of C.hfn_a had attained a high stage o)}
to the overthrow of the Chou dynasty in a.bout 250 B.C: by development. The Chinese civilisation passed through severdl
ruler of one of the duchies, the principality of Chin stages. There was an Old Stone Age followed by a New Stone
agriculture developed. Then came the Copper or

Age when r !
B;gonzc Age in which developed arts resembling those of

contemporary Egypt and Mesopotamia. Finally came fhe Iron
Age. It is supposed that iron weapons began to be commonly
used in China only about 500 B.C. i.., two hundred cr three
- hundred years after they were of familiar use in Assyria and Egypt.

the western end of Chinese territory. Then followed a sty r
among rival princes in which one of them defeated all ¢ Bl¢
and took the title of emperor in 221 B.C. He adom
the name Shih Hwangti which means First Emperor. He rujad
till 212 B.C. He established the Chin dynasty which ryleg

with greater vigour and effect than any previous dynas v,
though it did not long after the death of its founder. The Chinese had developed a_system of writing from very
_ early times. At first the Chinese used the device of tying |
certaimknots in a cord to convey ideas. The next step was
the system of cutting small pictures on a smooth surface. This
is what is known as pictorial writing.” Each picture represented
a word. From this was developed the Chinese as it is written
today. The pictures were gradually simplified into symbols
_ for things. The next stage was ideograms, i.c., combination

Fipictorial writing or pictograms representing ideas. Thus, the
wing of a picture of the sun above the horizon meant the

dea of dawn. The next and final stage was the p_hpno ams,
symbols representing sounds. The system of Wr@%ﬁz}ﬁ
eloped in China is very complicated and extremely difficult )
earn. The use of brush made of hair for writing came intr
from the 3rd century B.C. onwards. The Chinese 1(;onsde:
art of writing one with the art of painting and the sam

sh is used for both. ?/
: . : . aving invented paper-
The Chinese are credited with h};r“i\l/?egdiﬁ? i aorld,

pyrus, which was well known in t L e
ot Sprea i he Chinese, on the other d;
f ot 1 O tc'g by them as,early.as 2nd ccntulrrzl_ s

ed paper which was inven ‘
.I Il: was made of rages and old ﬁ&.’.‘ﬂil;%‘%a‘ From
mortar  The Arabs learni the art of paper-m

1<

Shih Hwangti has been called the Candragupta  of:
China ”. He was an emperor in the true sense. He put an'
end to feudalism and established a strong centralised”
administration. He had a well-organised army of cavalry with |
which he extended his empire southwards across the Yangtse *
River. He brought about the unification of China under his |
imperizl authority. He caused the construction of roads and &
canzls throughout the empire which knit together the various .
i;m‘”“cs of the empire. China was frequently attackegd from
dc;:' ;lf):c;htgr ﬂ nomadic people c_all.ed the Huns. Shih Hwangti
Grmtvwa”«-ﬂgf”d éf})] ward off their invasion he built the famous
22 feet high and 20 fcl:ta’b mtgtcen bundred mih_as ong, abqut
labour and was comj'lletr(;)(i1 {)1' e wrecly but f:rom e
was uot popular among the Mltl r e o e i Hvened
¢ rejected all g the scholar class in his country since
obstruct hj S entiquated ideas. When th ied

: $ pathe, he followed thy i S s M

cir books as well L5 ¢ | e policy of destroying

D scholars were put to e(?fse}:’c& In 212 B.C. about
. bearing on rolitics wey¢ (Elilct énd books which had
stroyed. On account of the

ng of the Books ” he ;
L e Sente e g
100d thirsty dearnr o> TePICsented by Chinese tradition
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and the Spaniards and Italian

. s of war
Chineseé I’T‘SOX‘;;SbSO in the 13th century A.D.

. (] .
it fron;1 tchinese had excelled in many practical a

-]rT ticmes. Even during th.c.‘p'er'xod of the. Choy
early He was improved DY, jrrigation and division of;
’ ﬁ_gﬂg;’l/of sculpture Was widely spread throughout GH‘

The art . Tombs have been discovered With'“{n
arved in stone on the ians. varj
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or as @ teacher at the age of 22 and his own home

his carci house, He was skilled in archery and 1 music_and

is SChool’n p },un@ipg,,,ana‘_,,ﬁEHiﬁg., He taught three
f,efllg-%aé“iﬁﬁﬁ school, viz., History, Geometry and the__
quj'tn"riety* Though he had few pupils at first, im

figures ¢ o . ools 0" —1e ce were three thousand young men who learnt

inctive features of the Chinese civilisat ourse ‘At the 28€ of 51 he was appointed by the Duke

10N W3 his fect: ernor a city. Soon he was elevated as

oy the duchy of Lu and his administration

o

a .

e ustice at . ) 5

¢ Ministe” g:;'ﬁll that there were hardly any crimes during his
succe when the Duke after accepting

One of the dist P
the development I thought. “As India 'is par excellny,
.« and religion 7, says Will Durant, ¢
s

and of metaphysics,
land of e Pre.cminence the ‘home of Ramnistic, g hot 3 his post
th’cologicgl philOSOphy »  China_ p_roduccd,__ thrccm.gx;ea"‘_z; d But he rcs'{(flr;efm,ﬁ rt)hc Duke of a neighbouring State,
the period we have reviewed. They wgrel;i»gf da{:f;?egd gwith hem, 2nd neglected the affairs of the
e fascl f Confucius. For the next

m . dvice o
the sage advi
despite g to State to find out a ruler

Tencius. Lzo-Tze is supposed to have been]

Gonfugigs_éf}dﬂ i dits hi ‘th h

in 604 B.C. and tra ition_credits him with having Ii Cered from State

~—~"The word “Lao-Tze ’ js a description which 14 yearsé ’ :c‘::pnt e}:is theories. Having failed in this attempt,-
- willing to ¢ bis native place at the age of 67 and formed

87 years. T D! . 1 a4
{Fe Old Master ”. His real name1s said to have been he returned 10

Very little 15 known about his life. He is said to ha denut

keeper of archieves of the State of Chou, but dis‘é":xs?"e el - b’ e
the etil ways of politicians, renounced his job and wen
to some distant and secluded country side. It is not'k
when he died. He was the founder of Taoism, one of th
Chinese religions. Some historians compare him with Budd

he spent the. rest of his life as teacher.

The essence of his philosophy was passion for morality. - He
taught the need of moral regeneration .based upon 2 sound ant
2galated family life. Wisdom, he said, begins at home and
regu ation of society is a disciplined individual in
d that self-development is

d
the four d family. Confucius stresse
d that the foundation of

development an

+nd call him the Gauthama Buddha of China. Li :
. . ike B root of social
be taught a ‘Eath”Wervialj’ and “ Tao” mecans the . . - Zggracter is sincerity. Loyalty to the king, devotion to the
¥ otherhood -between man and man were essential

arents and br r 5 :
othical principles of ‘Confucian phxlosophy. Society rests upon
the obedience of the children to their parents and of the wife

to her husband. The law of morality alone is higher than the
law of obedience. Confucius insisted upon good manners and
_he wrote a Chinese ‘“Book of Etiquette which contains rules
for the life of a gentlemen. Thus, his teachings were responsible
for developing in China a great fondness for elaborate etiquette,
and the practice of ancient religious customs formed part of

_this etiquette. Confucius was essentially ,conservative in outlook
and this is reflected in his ‘Book of Etiquette . But he was
more concerned with men than with Gods. Hence, he is looked

. Most of his teachings were

The “way ” of Taoism js a life of retriement a
:implamn of Nature. Thus disdain for all things n‘ciog]u '
@;ﬁx}c}e of Taoism. Like Buddhism, Tzoism insis
da CO{Sn ; Oiﬁ_qolt) of all evils and that happiness and conten
en tom renyby suppressing desires. - Some of the teachir
e “sxir)n le those of Christ. If you do not quai
« RCCOI’Tlpcnse i(r’;]}g r;nwi;lilrg{h. will b?, able to quarrel with'y ik
g;r vt::)i g_ea th of Lao-Tzéng:efcc;n‘:as anothf:r: of his s{a_ 155,
shipped bim oo = G e a tradition and people
od. A temple was built for &k

worship seven h
5 undred .
(5; B.C—497B.C, years after his death, Confl i

d ”» wa
Chinese SR Co)nfucglfsh eliagat of the Ghiness philosophe
politic] lri>f1c>sop11y though-t w; e most remarkable periog upon as an agnostic in religion.
¢.of Ch s an Age of confusion il in the nature of proverbs applicable to daily life and_conduct
“ The most famous saying of Confucius

of man in this world.
in his Golden Rule, <« What  you do
.- to yourself, do not do, to others »’.

inn, H
e was born at Ch’ufu, in the king
r not like when done

of Lu which j
is th
€ Present province of Shantung i
) . His ‘o

name wag X
whi ng Chi
ich meung & Ku,::gaftlgcl"us pupils called him ¢ Kung-fi

i
l.w oldest families ; Measter » :
rnment and politics.

i S I Chj He
died while h gy 2 e SO0 of an‘?rsmb“;,';ﬁ’ ; Confucius had sound ideas-about gove
Y- oThcE He opposed the luxury of the rulers and tbeir oppression of
He said that rulers should ‘be fathers to

. the -common people.
‘their people and should “govern “with wisdom and ‘righteousness..

hi on
: s early age 14 Y 3 years old and he had to ¥
T2 ~aa wantad that rulers "shOuld't‘ “le_

: 4
UPPCrt himself and his mother:
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peoly mthe

1he rulers for his radicebem 2nd by
b’s . -
T :ex z2nd © sts of time for b oxmers= .
. soOES T -1 +he tho - e
o T e jzter rel1s2t e oy o t ?":fk:‘:g = il
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Pre-histo!'ic India -
Ancient India w=as 2 ast sub-continent bounded o2 the

porth by the world’s largest mount2in range. ¥

S _S on the ‘east, west and souath by the Indian Ocean. The pame
“ India 7 1s derived from the river Indus, which flows from the

1 is 11 < Sindhu 7 2nd

mous c-,:?[?e ?p':ned":i school
s 3?:’:‘.;55%—‘.‘;6‘:?‘02 Of Smde'n&
L 2 dxscuss “'ith th!:li]

tez2chin

Himalayas. The Indians knew this mver 33
the Persians called st « Hindu 7. The Greeks who knew the
word from the Persians named it © Indus -

hically as large 3 the =ncieat knd of that name<.

3 e ¢ o g3 were s
the 0. He cggacied pn, o2med T = sect = X
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4 the wickadnas of o 29t dus 2 2re by nature political - This is on account of the parunon of Indiz and
Philosyohers 22%Ss of gavernmenys, ‘11 th= fault of m good and the separate State of Pakistan in 1947. Butiad culeural and
hibsoshers,  Aager o C | Kings O ensure good en but due historical  sense, India means the whole sub-continent
332‘_ use in 2 d:-:um:ﬁ preferred or kingz mg’o"crn,meiit, comprising the regions of the pre-partigon days
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Mencius recoemnised the existence of eoliths_or "
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0 tha O} o knoV . In it i a
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revcla Blb hillgs 0
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4 religt
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tcac

after the death of j,. ! :
mns ¢ \  nitive superstitions 3

. ecal umlth k ns, magp!
Zol'°"‘5lm,m§nclontﬁmina‘C Hufed by the influence of alige];c,

 found®” \[\‘a was A0 B result W the emergence of
esteralle g ime- from t Zoroastrian rcligion

own after the GOd.Mithm'

2 M deity 10 1;hc religion of

onYem y Mithra became the most popular

subsequenthy o of time Mithraism became

monials. | In the last century

d ultimately 1t became

" Rome 21 t
f the Roman Empire.

nce 109
ar 1'6119.10‘15 ¢
influence on the Persian

1
of the Parsis in India. This .

influenced Judaism and
angles and devils and the
aie eternal enemics were

i found
oroastrianistt prolot
peoplZe and it is tod? the .geh.gxon
religion  1& also considerd
Christianity. Their doctriné of
conception  that good and e:vﬂ_
probably inspired by Zoroastrianism.

CHAPTER XXII
THE ANCIENT GREEK CIVILISATION

Who are the Greeks ?
It is said that the foundation of

s ation of the Europea
;v_:ts‘;‘lszz;;i 1ixh§}rcm;:&, Greece is a Mediterranean 5011
southernmost cold north and the tropical south in the
rugged mountsfx:: of the Balkan Peninsula. It is a land of
rising suddenly and sharply from the inlets
influe ¢

of the sea. The hlStOly of !;[cccc has hcg;u dcep,yl -
= L ] . ! n
f t a d

n civilisation
ntry h'alfway

by its S :

%‘y é%‘;%:i&gﬂ;%%glynatg, The fascinating beauty 0

and settle_there imate have attracted men in all Z—gc;to, com¢
consists o itain Tanges

inte )

rrupted by deep depressions so that it_m' yrisele i
is divl 1

bitation

2 number of se
parat,
¢ compartments providing ideal ha

o

h\_‘\

. has made t

LIALs ames—

of settlers. Greece has an ext
ra-

for small communities
ordinarily irregular coastline with numerous ¢
with no area more than 40 {n_iles distance from gt;’;tfs and inlets,
he Greeks, a maritime nZ_!tion like the Brifig}z;“‘ dThis
d sea, amidst which the Gree lznlivz}:lc
$ ]

Mountains an

them a love of independence and freedom and thi
s

brought inh y ndeper
aracter has greatly 1n uenced their m
c}i_ng,@ﬁt Greece has also greatly inﬂuem;ei;l thde?f'n?lf?s' The
one of the —most c@@majes = the bl life. Tt is
palanced division between winter and summer e with its
rainfall and equable trade winds. It is not 51’u- risc?.sonable
the Greeks developed as a hardy and enterprising Ir)).a 32:8 that
The people known in shistory as the “ Greeks” -
the first to inhabit the land_known _as « Greece T;:Crc not_
reck ” i 4 to have its _origin_from the P'eo l ¢ name
Achaeans, one of | tli/c,earlyjcttlcgs “of Greece._ Before iﬁ e calicd
Greece was un e infl € coming ~

der the influence of an older

of the Greess,

civilisation called the ‘Aegian civilisation ” about whi
have already learnt. Thé early Greeks when the ‘iv ich we
Greece, came into contact with, and were dee| ly landed in
ian civilisation. ply influenced

by the Aeg
The Greeks were 2 mixed race of people b :
rore & e L s the. Danube
d]%uth?

%ﬂisfmc%,m
Valley. They were » pastoral_people, who w
wards from their homes in searchp:)f‘%é&‘;agm‘:;nd%re
(I;J;t;vcen2000 and 1500 B'(.]_'_thf}’_gfzcypied Gre-cccomelwhcrc
th;i)-' s;agfe(is o [t eir migration, they came 5"16‘5"19";;1011 n t.he
thinll po Sl ocd cattle and flokcs of sheep and sct%l :iw!'h
kno“?'n E.(;plu % areas. The early scttlers belonged to the e
t‘]{g‘(h—f—.—_g’ﬂlfmi; They were followed by another gro group
occlf‘ciesgﬁs‘iﬁm whom originated the name * it ™ called™
Grctg The thlf'mcllc and Troy and finally gained contr)o’l ;vho
Tavasion in the l1r2t} group known as the Dorians_began 'thy'?r
in the Peninsul 1 century B.C. and continued their infil ety
nsula as well as the A infiltration
egean Islands for about 200

years. The 1
Ionians, Achaeans and Dorians came to be

collecti own_ a

czTIlédt‘l'vgzlh}:i &lscgggnﬁa‘t_s_G;geks.m In later times the Greeks

T Halen > e l,_nglens » “after their fabled ancestor

belonged to. th (f:‘ll' :'m"('fwas called  Hellas”’. Their language

thengoc o CCdamxly of ancient Greek and Persian qut :
, supposed that they belonged to the same racizal sto::i

as the Ar i :
yans in India and the Iranians in Persia.

The Mycenaean Civilisation

Some hi :
as the My;‘:iaoé;ans speak of the period from
Greek Peninsul n Age since during this perio
a was powerful in Greece, an

1400 to 1200 B.C.

d Mycenae in the
d the civilisation
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iad . ,is period 15 known
A PR durlﬂg“;s a city situated i;‘s the
76 e fyeet? nesian Peninsula i the
wed I fon 1o peloP? \vhen and by what pe the
\\-hich cen (;\1]’»‘" of (hL’ not kno. n began there, Acc O_Ne
“,’vccfr‘c‘”lc&“"“”' wed Jisatio e down from T?}l;dm
. _east - cpect hoV acans & A T
nnr.:h]‘lfnd ““{:i(h '"'n;lcl )l)“c'}}‘, he dim dlsta'nll past. I ‘f:e
main oo bull o h sus ntact with the 3 S,
1 | ¢cO Manans

c"f‘ifilisa(ion. As early as 16003
21 :
hcigh(‘i)“cvhich carned for it the na'ce
in gl‘]- inhﬂbitc by a strong Commuynj;
1o was e, and was the seat of kin
a inning of the 14th c(:ntu%s.
y

et PP e
Cps ot he :
; G end 67 Cposss néhi‘?f centre of cul;iure in the Ae
art " of ©le the O mercantile fleet strong e )
th becs hed @ . noy h
-Aff'“\,ﬂ-n“-f' yeene of Crete and this cnab]g
BC. 2 0N e trade. After the deCline ed
B W I d 1 (]
o g(?;m'iSth Y{go“’”s.ly -ln Myfgenae and its
paintlS e exquisite pa.lnungfs‘ o Mycenamn
I emf,lﬁ h ive and phym.ca\.il 113 of Myc‘maeans
re [:]wil' N omen, the vivid adornment of the;2
vauy @ 1\ [ycenacan art was in metals.  Jewe]la
ightst s of marvellous beauty, and clegang
Is, § a eloqucnt Lesnmomals Of' the exCeuency
ggors @€ O 04, The tombs of kings at MYCenae
¢ £ Mycenacan art. In these tombs Were
nd diadems, bronze daggers ang

-

s 2 s a

o b;(i.cﬁbout 1400 B.C. an unknown ki,

h massive walls and spacious hajs
a huge drum. The

as one of the wonders

ij,% it
_ifed palace W :
and &r;;“{f of hewn stone WIf

]‘Zler ;mﬂi;-a even to the present day
of world. . .

The Mycenzezns  Lught have belived in a future life,

Othervise they would not have placed valuable objects of use
in the graves. The religion of the Mycenaeans was the cult
of 2 mother-goddess with attendant divinities in the form of
snzkes.

_ v Bydhe ok eenmuty i all the peoples of Greece
cont e u”II]}dxer the Mycenaean kings in a  loose
Co. eration, ¢ most ;
Agamemnon, who szy]cdshiriﬁ?us ety these _ kings was
was the leader of the Greeks in th as “King of Kings”. He

s in their famous war against Troy.

The Homeric Age
According_;o Gr .
; sreek tradit
poet, bl 1ton :
Ei e, Vi e th e et ecas poo
e

Rarrating the Trojan War and the

and * Odysse two_great epic_poems

ad ”
b

~ valuable.

hat the
t even rcfllSC. .
me there is cviden

wholc, B.C. and was

the narr
f Greck
1 in

s c.rCPt into

. pictur¢. 9o

“his perioc

From the H
eriod were ta

alone.

life frc

to_ e
- 1 founded citie
they Medi

meaning

B.C., the
k Peninsula and
this time.

Ith century
the Gree

Greek Civili

The earl _Greek
the Aegean civilisation.

Hence

them to borrow

Political Life
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Between

The early Greeks settled in
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s of thc great warrior Odysse

. Jyenturc sseus. Some ar

“ad sc_pocms were not composed by a single n:azf
bl

d to belicve that Homer ever lived But
. Bu

ce to think that Homer lived in

the author of the two

nn the 12th to  the 9

great cpic

e
ntury L

cc allowance for legends and exaggerations whi h

atives of Homer, the poems Undo.ubtezicly

th century

Greck history is known as th, meric
omeric poems we understand that ih“.c[{“)i:féjg 9
1l _and fair. _They did not live in the
00 and 1000 B.C. the

per e L_E\_r2
Megion of Troy and other pars of Aia Ninor-
the rcgu s on the shores of the Ilﬁ;:kmsogzi

iterranean shores cf Africa in the south
>

on the
enorgﬁmrics of Ttaly, Frach_ﬁleXﬁathe,ﬂest
Italy colonise by the Greeks was ca « MZgna
i ¢« Greater Greece”. All this

before the beginnings of written history. By th
¢ Greeks had made their distinctive setﬂgnenti

colonisation

around. Many important Gr
Athens, Sparta, Co 'ﬂ?}f&b

as built upon

of external control.

sacrifices for the people.

power was limited by
by custom to consult a
important matters. Admini

placed before the assemb

In the

— -
were final. But law_ was nothing

custom. Thus,
Council of his nobles to dec

family had to defend and revenge itself. Tl
gﬁ@cies of justice. The village assemb]wﬁ:ﬂxﬁ_(}nre_?inﬂﬁm_“‘i_
€lement in_the Brcqﬁvsogle‘t}%ﬁ_@ai’ess,mxga y feudal and
h ¢ d united ac

aristocratic. Matters which deman

\ities Lo,se_up—b — 5 -
poet iletus. weré the—mast_important of them.

sation of the Homeric Age

y Greek civilisation was b
It was, therefore, not

| growth. “““Moderation in_all things” was the
3 the Orecks had that sweet reasonableness which enabled
from others what they considered to be

the ruins of

6t an  origimal

Greek ideal.

¢« They received much, they gave much”.

village communities independent
12th century B.C., Greece was

stration of justice was p
There

ly for approval.

divided among a number of kings whose kingdoms were small
in area. The king \\WMM%@E’ their
judge in peace and the high priest of the State religion offering

His decrees were Jaws and his decisions
but custom and the king’s
the king was required

ide on
rivate and each
were no public

tion would be

\ad
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o The Greeks  at this  stage PHTG| not Sng
fod Barter was the only Mmethg Yet

trading . . c -
There was na word 10 the Greek l“"g‘l“gc

't at this Qume.

Labhouren
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Rt ¢ac

p(-\\}v‘(‘,

for

in the Homeric Age
Jigion of the carly Greeks was Dolytheism, 7y,

v Geds, who were, as Ho G Wells pointeg <y

out

J haman beings 7, with human bodies and huma,
weakneas and wants,  The chiel among these Gods was Zc;x:

the Skv God and the God of Thunder, Apollo, the Sun Goqd’
Add

. the Goddess of War and the patroness of H‘mdicmn_;
ind Hades, who presided cver the nether world.  The opy
difference berween men and Gods that the latter were illlnlort-ﬂ)
The Greeks of the Homeric Age did not care for life afi .
death,  Dead bodies were cremated and not  buried, 'rhcr
<'}:i<::’ form of worship was saerifice. Offerings  were given tg
Gaods to seck favours, There was no belief in reward for good
Geeds or punishment for sins,.  There was no professiona]
{:\“K‘S'J“l\\‘ since the simple religious rites could be performed
té:.;:}g \::‘-él.h"lkl;c‘xc Was no svstem u_f temple worship and
visits of Cods al\immé!lx‘:;t(]\(‘llli‘:l ihru}xc:s for the occasional
Oracles ™. The most posulas of | g this Age believed in
Orecle ™, that is the Opmcle of Ayl oo 0168 Was the * Delphic
in Gieece, Tt was beliovay d o hole in a place called Delphi
w0 their \\'nmhiﬂréﬁ 1t ° 1113” Gods would make revele tions

which such m;l»ﬁ.‘m mf\xgx mspired persons. The pl :
name w- SUONS were made was e « blace at
bc!ie} tas also applied 1o the r(-\'cl-n‘:"h\ called “ Oracle . The
Nor m’:]]\ d,‘l: O{‘]dm of Delphi c;{n,t(i‘xl: .I(;mdc by Gods.  The
consulted ms I(Scrltd‘f: but the Ronlﬂllsm even in later times.
busincss. phic Oracle befurc and A.‘(l:]n monarchs
undeitaking any serious

Thcrc 1w :
g 45 no i
mnm[uy am InUnate ¢y .
ong the G unection b, 2
reeks of clween religio
n and
laall -

O
the omeric A

n
were enerally

, DEVELOPMENT OF TIE GRERK crry.
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OR .
ted to combat cvil and uphold virtue the

disposed to support the right, ugh they

ot expee '
I'he essential

‘i wali : ilit: e
were BO0 of Homeric ]il[f v lltty , W"f m.lhfflry' The virtues
foundst D ere bravery, S¢ “CONLrel, partriotism, wisdom, loye
<tollel ciends, hatred of one’s enemies and hospitality to the

of on¢ s
suu‘"g“".'
d Literature . .
ht “rxl‘lmnvric life *’, says Will Durant, ““is poor in art, rich
Honl 'he  Greeks made use of the art of writing only

in nmll“-“u. the Homeric Age. Hence the Homeric Greeks were
later tl"-t‘ rary people during the major part of thier history
pres ],(; - says nothing about painting or sculpture, but makes
Homet '.1‘5 about architecture. Beautiful palaces  were built
relerences Aunther important art which was highly

K this Age. 4 .
(}\u ”ffpml during this Age was the hammering of metals into
deve ; *

pl.lsﬁc forms. .

Although the art of writing was not prevalent among the
Greeks during this Age, thc Greck genius manifested itself in
e ure from carly times. It was in the form of folk songs,
lll::l‘l:ulS, and epics sung by .\\';mdcrmg minstrels. Handed down
from gcncrntiun to gencration, tl_\cy were subsequently put into
written fornt. The most magnificent of these poems were
Homer's Iliad and Qdysspy. Next to Homer, the greatest poct
was Hesiod, who lived in the 7th century B.C. In this poem
he made a bitter attack on the tyranny and greed of the rich
and the miseries of the poor. He preached about the sacredness
«“Work is no disgrace, *’ he said, ““ It is idleness that

in the Homeric Age

of work.
% . s
is a disgrace .

CHAPTER XXIII

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREEK
CITY-STATES AND THE EVOLUTION OF
GREEK POLITY

In the last chapter we have briefly traced the beginnings
of Greek civilisation. Now let us see how the Greeks developed
their civilisation in their city-States.

In Greece the city-States emerged as 2 rc.Sl.llt of the
transition from village communities to larger political un'ltS
from about 800 B.C. A city-State is a small State with an
independent city as its centre @and a few miles of dependantl
agricultural villages around it. The civilisation ot Egypta
Mesonotamia. China and India began in such city-States. B
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s C.F. Fowler remarks,

", spoil enate. .
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by » In Patricians. But in course of time Plebeian
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g Esti0®€ . . of Rome in the 3rd centu

Republican Constitution of X.ome in the OSr century

: ligarchic in practice. In

epnocratic In theory, but O
sician and Plebeian fam

ight t0 hold the Consulship.

ilies acquired a kind of
Power came to be

hands. of a new hereditary nobility—

" concentrated ; . | .
k! i ms chiefly on service done to the State.

: 2 nobility resting its cla} .
: ¢ this time almost entirely made up of men who

The Senate was 2

hod held office and dene to the State good service. There is
" uch truth in the statement that the Romans even “during the
. period of its Republic ‘‘ never really abandoned the principle
- that the people were not to govern, but to be governed .

CHAPTER XXXII
EXPANSION OF ROME

. The .
- they hath'gmf?gt hfad grown up in the midst of enemies. So
. With exceptional or life. This made them a warlike people
. became soldiers strength and endurance. The Roman farmers
&;nd the battleﬁel?lnd“}.hey learnt to work both in the grainfield
tz”%hth for land. | Grolt-}'l the increase of population, the Romans
Romi t for booty an dwlng greedy and ambitious, they began
B, Empire, * ¥y glory. This led to the growth of the

Ties of ways 1 om 350 to 265 B.C. the Romans fought

icon wag e Which the whole of Italy south of the River

ught under their authority. |
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During the 5th :m{i.““h centuries B.C,
to the danger of hostility from her “eigh&?:?e Way
g 3

cast and south, On the north there was the Eq in thee,(

b 5
of twelve strong Qics. To the cast use

i i i W Q n
of mountainous tribes, the chief of whom . Cre n ) 0“::}3

3
. A R ‘e Q
In the south were str(mfgb citics in the Latin Ill;ei the s"“’n&‘! o ™ :)f B 2 C
also the mcnace of barbarian 1nvasions  frop, n.ooop a’llxu}’(} r redt and tra of the Roman Empire.
these perils kept the Romans vigilant and ’Hil}he noilere ty bt‘c“’“ffd mxvind gorners Carthage
t ) 0 ¢ ) o
In the Sth ceney I:z)C] thchauls’ a barby t'arymlinl:f W‘GI e 00> en RO and only the first stage in her
Alphs an : T3 & : e was 3 "
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' The Third Punic War (149 B.C.—146 B.C.)

After the end of the Second Punic War, Carthage regained
much of her prosperity and her courage was revived. But this
excited Rome’s old hatred and fear of Carthage. - The Roman
Senators were bent upon the extermination of Carthage. Cato
the Censor instigated the Romans by ending everyone of his
sé)eeches with the fateful words ‘ Carthage must be destroyed .
A;“%e\;as ti‘]e leader of the anti-Carthagenian faction in Rome.
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GHAPTER XXXIII

THE FALL OF THE REPUBLIC AND

dominions to the THE RISE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE
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« Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely, ”
«id the great historian Lord Acton. This truth is illustrated
by the Romans who became luxurious and corrupt by the
power, which they exercised over their subject dominions. The
provinces of Rome supplied grain to the idle populace of Rome.
This enabled the Romans to have plenty of time to indulge in
sensuous and unhealthy pursuits of life. The richer class was

to i
Corin lnvade g In the past. This envied by the poor. The senatorial class which filled most of
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. cn 2 Ry troublc;‘fgt | capturing th gogues, » leaders who knew the tricks of
man army led by Scipio Y g the mob-mind, fished in the troubled waters of the

oman society :
D society. Thus, the Republic of Rome degenerated and
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