Integrated Food Policy,1966

(a)procurement of food grains,

(b)control of inter-state movement,

(c) a public distribution system and
(d)building a buffer stock for different years.
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Factors responsible for Food Problem in India

The following are some of the important factors which are responsible
for this persisting food problem in the country-

1. High rate of population growth.

2. High marginal propensity to consume.

3. Inadequate increase in the production of food grains.

4. Hoarding of food grains.

5. Increase in farm consumption.

6. Corrupt administrative practices.
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Policy Measures adopted by the Government to solve the Food

Problem

1. Measures to increase agricultural output

(a) Technological measure: Since 1966, the Government adopted New Agricultural
Strategy through the application of HYV seeds, fertilizers, pesticides etc. and
adopted farm mechanization technique through the use of tractors, oil engines,
tubewells etc.

(b) Land Reforms: Various land reforms measures were introduced and also
legislation was adopted to bring ceiling on land holding, regulation of rent,
conferment of ownership to tenants etc.

2.Measures to improve the distribution system
(a) Food Zones: The Government adopted zoning system where the country was
divided into food deficit zones and food surplus zones.

(b) Buffer stock and state trading: The Food Corporation of India was set up in
1965 to undertake purchase, handling, transport, storage and distribution of food
grains on behalf of the Government. The total buffer stocks of food grains with
public agencies were 15.34 million tones in 1997 as against 19.88 million tones in
1996.

(c) Procurement and Public Distribution System(PDS): In order to supply food
grains through PDS, FCI is allowed to undertake procurement operations in
different states on a large scale.

3. Import of Food grains: The Government of India entered into the first PL-480
agreement with U.S.A. in 1956 to import 3.1 million tones in wheat and 0.19
million tones of rice for the next three years. Thereafter the Government resorted
to continuous import of food grains for meeting the deficiency in the food supply.
This import of food grains although had a favourable impact in the food situation
in the short run but it had a bad impact on the production in the long run.

4. Price Incentives to Agricultural Producers:



The Government set up an Agricultural Prices Commission( later on renamed as
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices) which is making important
decisions in connection with determining and announcing minimum support prices
of agricultural produce regularly. This commission has been recommending
incentive prices policy for various agricultural crops since last 28 years.
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